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Title 20

DEVELOPMENT CODE

Division Il. Shoreline Master Plan

20.210  SMP Definitions
20.230  SMP Shoreline Policies and Regulations

20.210.010 Definitions.

The Master Program shall be implemented according to the definitions contained in Chapter 20.20 SMC, Chapter
90.58 RCW, and WAC 173-26-020. Where definitions contained in Chapter 20.20 SMC conflict or differ from
definitions contained in the Shoreline Management Act, the definitions in the RCW and WAC shall prevail.

Accretion. May be either natural or artificial. Natural accretion is the buildup of land, solely by the action of the forces
of nature, on a beach by deposition of water- or airborne material. Artificial accretion is a similar buildup of land by
reason of an act of man, such as the accretion formed by a groin, breakwater, or beach fill deposited by mechanical
means.

Anadromous Fish. Fish born in fresh water, which spend most of their lives in the sea and return to fresh water to
spawn. Salmon, smelt, shad, striped bass, and sturgeon are common examples.

Associated Wetlands. Those wetlands that are in proximity to and either influence, or are influenced by, tidal waters
or a lake or stream subject to the Shoreline Management Act. Refer to WAC 173-22-030(1).

Enhancement. Alteration of an existing resource to improve or increase its characteristics and processes without
degrading other existing functions. Enhancements are to be distinguished from resource creation or restoration
projects.

Feasible. An action, such as a development project, mitigation, or preservation requirement, shall meet all of the
following conditions:

A.  The action can be accomplished with technologies and methods that have been used in the past in similar
circumstances, or studies or tests have demonstrated in similar circumstances that such approaches are currently
available and likely to achieve the intended results;

B.  The action provides a reasonable likelihood of achieving its intended purpose; and

C.  The action does not physically preclude achieving the project’s primary intended legal use.

In cases where these guidelines require certain actions unless they are infeasible, the burden of proving infeasibility is
on the applicant. In determining an action’s infeasibility, the reviewing agency may weigh the action’s relative public

costs and public benefits, considered in the short- and long-term time frames.

Flood Control. Any undertaking for the conveyance, control, and dispersal of floodwaters caused by abnormally high
direct precipitation or stream overflow.

The Shoreline Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 701, and legislation passed through January 5, 2015.



Shoreline Municipal Code
Chapter 20.210 SMP Definitions

Geotechnical Report or Analysis. A scientific study or evaluation
conducted by a qualified expert that includes a description of the ground
and surface hydrology and geology, the affected landform and its
susceptibility to mass wasting, erosion, and other geologic hazards or
processes, conclusions and recommendations regarding the effect of the
proposed development on geologic conditions, the adequacy of the site to
be developed, the impacts of the proposed development, alternative
approaches to the proposed development, and measures to mitigate
potential site-specific and cumulative geological and hydrological
impacts of the proposed development, including the potential adverse
impacts to adjacent and down-current properties. Geotechnical reports
shall conform to accepted technical standards and must be prepared by
qualified professional engineers or geologists who have professional
expertise about the regional and local shoreline geology and processes.

Grading. The movement or redistribution of the soil, sand, rock, gravel,
sediment, or other material on a site in a manner that alters the natural
contour of the land.

Ground Water Recharge. A hydrologic process where water moves
downward from surface water to ground water. Recharge occurs both
naturally (through the water cycle) and anthropologically (i.e., “artificial
ground water recharge”), where rainwater and/or reclaimed water is
routed to the subsurface.

Hydric Soil. Soil that formed under conditions of saturation, flooding, or
ponding long enough during the growing season to develop anaerobic
conditions in the upper soil horizon(s).

Native Vegetation Conservation Area. Vegetated area between the
native vegetation setback line and the ordinary high water mark.

Native Vegetation Setback Line. Unless otherwise indicated within this
Master Program, the line that establishes the limits of all buildings,
fencing and impervious surfaces along the shoreline.

Normal Maintenance. Usual acts to prevent a decline, lapse, or cessation
from a lawfully established condition.

Normal Repair. To restore a development to a state comparable to its
original condition, including but not limited to its size, shape,
configuration, location and external appearance, within a reasonable
period after decay or partial destruction, except where repair causes
substantial adverse effects to shoreline resource or environment.
Replacement of a structure or development may be authorized as repair
where such replacement is the common method of repair for the type of
structure or development and the replacement structure or development is
comparable to the original structure or development including but not
limited to its size, shape, configuration, location and external appearance
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and the replacement does not cause substantial adverse effects to
shoreline resources or environment.

Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM). OHWM on all lakes, streams,
and tidal water is that mark that will be found by examining the bed and
banks and ascertaining where the presence and action of waters are so
common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark
upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting upland, in
respect to vegetation as that condition exists on June 1, 1971, as it may
naturally change thereafter, or as it may change thereafter in accordance
with permits issued by a local government or the Department; provided,
that in any area where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, the
ordinary high water mark adjoining salt water shall be the line of mean
higher high tide and the ordinary high water mark adjoining fresh water
shall be the line of mean high water.

Riparian. The characteristic of relating to or living or located on the bank
of a natural watercourse (as a river) or sometimes of a lake or a tidewater.

Ficial wetl X orall ¥ land
mitigate the-conversion-of wetlands: (Ord. 668 § 4 (Exh. 3), 2013).
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Similar definition in SMC
20.20.044

Moved to SMC 20.20.054

Wetland Delineation
moved without any
proposed edits.

Wetlands combined with
existing definition in
20.20.054 and verified for
consistency with RCW
36.70A.030(21) as required
by the GMA.
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Chapter 20.230

SMP Shoreline Policies and Regulations

Sections:
Subchapter 1. General Policies and Regulations

20.230.030 Environmentally sensitive areas within the
shoreline.
A.  Critical Areas.

General Policy

1.  Preserve and protect unique, rare, and fragile natural and
manmade features and wildlife habitats.

2. Enhance the diversity of aquatic life, wildlife, and habitat
within the shoreline.

3. Conserve and maintain designated open spaces for
ecological, educational, and recreational purposes.

4.  Recognize that the interest and concern of the public are
essential to the improvement of the environment, and sponsor
and support public information programs.

5. The level of public access should be appropriate to the
degree of uniqueness or fragility of the geological and
biological characteristics of the shoreline (e.g., wetlands,
spawning areas).

6.  Discourage intensive development of shoreline areas that
are identified as hazardous or environmentally sensitive.

General Regulations

1.  Critical areas in shoreline jurisdiction are regulated by the
critical areas regulations (which were adopted on February 27,
2006, by Ordinance No. 398, and as updated by Ordinance No.
XXX adopted on September XX, 2015) codified under Chapter
20.80 SMC, which is herein incorporated into this SMP with
the exceptions of the following:

a. SMC 20.80.030.
b.  SMC 20.80.040.
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Insert reference ordinance numbers
and verify that correct sections are
listed as exceptions after
recommended changes are finalized.

Determine whether ordinances that
changed CAO between 398 and
current project also need to be listed
or not.
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2. The provisions of Chapter 20.80 SMC, Critical Areas, must be factored into decisions regarding
development within the regulated shoreline and associated critical areas.

3. All shoreline uses and activities shall be located, designed, constructed, and managed to protect or at least
not adversely affect those natural features which are valuable, fragile, or unique in the region. They should also
facilitate the appropriate intensity of human use of such features, including but not limited to:

a.  Wetlands, including but not limited to marshes, bogs, and swamps;

b.  Fish and wildlife habitats, including streams and
wetlands, nesting areas and migratory routes, spawning areas,
and the presence of proposed or listed species;

C. Natural or manmade vistas or features;
d. Flood hazard areas; and/or

e.  Geologically hazardous areas, including erosion,
landslide, and seismic hazard areas.

4.  The standards of the City of Shoreline’s critical area
regulations shall apply within the shoreline jurisdiction, where
critical areas are present. If there are any conflicts or unclear
distinctions between the Master Program and the City’s critical areas
regulations, the most restrictive requirements apply as determined
by the City.

SMC 20.80.360 through
20.80.410 Flood Hazard
Areas and SMC 13.12
Floodplain Management

were incorporated into the
SMP under 20.230.030(A)
when it was adopted. The
policies and regulations in
20.230.030(B) duplicate the
standards already
incorporated in (A). Inquiry
submitted to DOE to
confirm whether this
proposed change would be
acceptable for the SMP.
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Wetlands regulations to be
moved to replace SMC
20.80.310 to 20.80.350,
including updates to
address 2014 Update to
Wetland Rating System and
standards added for clarity
and predictability.
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